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A new species of Brachytarsina

from an Ethiopian bat (Diptera: Streblidae)

by

O. THEODOR

Abstract

Brachytarsina ethiopica n. sp. is described; this parasite of Rousettus lanosus kempi

had been collected at Afallo (Kaffa, Ethiopia). The new species is closely related to

B. bequaerti (Jobling).

Brachytarsina ethiopica n. sp.

This species is closely related to B. bequaerti (Jobling). It resembles it in size, the

black head and the wing venation. The mediovertex is wider, with more rounded sides

than in bequaerti and the palps are more triangular.

Thorax as in bequaerti.

The chaetotaxy of the abdomen of the female differs distinctly from that of

bequaerti. The characteristic areas of sclerotized discs illustrated in my paper of 1968,

are much reduced and the thin setae on the ventral side of abdomen of the female of

bequaerti are absent. The ventral surface of the abdomen is uniformly covered with

very short spines in the middle anteriorly and with more numerous, stronger and longer

spines posteriorly. The areas of discs are much smaller, indistinct and with fewer discs.

Sternite 7 is of different form. It is broadly truncate-conical, with the wide part anteriorly

and with two long setae posteriorly, not heart-shaped, with the point anteriorly as in

bequaerti. Apical cone of abdomen as wide as sternite 7, not distinctly narrower than

this, as in bequaerti.

The male closely resembles that of bequaerti but the apical cone of the abdomen

is wider.

Holotype female and 3 male paratypes: Affalo, Kaffa province, Ghera region.

Ethiopia, 7°8'30,,N / 36° 3' 30" E, alt. 2100 m, rain forest, 2.5.1971. Host: Rousettus

lanosus kempi Thomas, coll. M. Desfayes and R. Baumann (n° 189161). Holotype

and two male paratypes in the Natural History Museum of Geneva; one male paratype

in the Department of Parasitology, Hebrew University, Jerusalem.

These specimens were collected together with specimens of Eucampsipoda africana

Theod., a species infesting normally Rousettus aegyptiacus.
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Remarks. Maa (1971) described a new genus Megastrebla for the "Brachytarsina"

parasites of Megachiroptera, and a subgenus of Megastrebla, Aoroura, including

2 oriental and the 2 african species, M. (A.) bequaerti (Jobl.) and M. (A.) wenzeli

(Jobl.).

In my paper of 1973, I regarded Megastrebla as a subgenus of Brachytarsina. The

new species described here belongs to this group of species including bequaerti and

wenzeli and which appears to represent only parasites of cavernicolous Rousettus-

species (subgenus Rousettus and Stenonycteris). B. bequaerti is mainly found on Rousettus

lanosus, but sometimes also on R. aegyptiacus; B. wenzeli is a parasite of Rousettus

madagascariensis, a species closely related to Rousettus lanosus.
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